Visit us
Wahkeena Nature Preserve
2200 Pump Station Rd.
Sugar Grove, OH, 43155

Wahkeena

Nature Preserve

Open:
Mid March – Mid November
Wednesday – Sunday
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM
Yellow Warbler

A GIFT OF NATURE
Wahkeena began as a wedding present. In 1931,
Dr. Frank Warner purchased the land for his
new bride, Carmen Hambleton Warner. She
named it Wahkeena, after an Oregon waterfall
with an American Indian name meaning
“most beautiful.”
When the Warners first came to Wahkeena, the
term most beautiful was hardly applicable. The
hills were relatively treeless, and the land was
worn out from a century of farming. The
Warners built 3 ponds, and planted over 100,000
trees to speed up the natural reforestation
process.
Carmen had a lifelong interest in gardening,
nature and environmental education. She
enjoyed watching phoebes, Canada geese, flying
squirrels, great horned owls and many other
animals that were attracted to Wahkeena.
In 1956, Carmen died, bequeathing Wahkeena to
the Ohio Historical Society. In her will, she
stated that Wahkeena was…

“to be used for nature study and as a Preserve
for birds and other wildlife.”

Closed:
Mid November – Mid March
Every Monday & Tuesday

Guidelines:
Dogs are not permitted
All organized groups are by
hell reservation only (Scout,
homeschool, day care, etc.)
Removal of any natural features
helloo(rocks, wildflowers, mushrooms etc.)
helloois strictly prohibited

CONTACT US
Phone: (800) 297-1883
Email: Wahkeena@att.net
Facebook: Fairfield County Parks

WahkeenaNaturePreserve.com

Wahkeena Nature Preserve is owned by the
Ohio History Connection, managed by the
Fairfield County Parks, and supported by the
Ohio Association of Garden Clubs

WahkeenaNaturePreserve.com

ABOUT WAHKEENA
FLORA AND FAUNA
Wahkeena is home to a variety of birds and
other wildlife. During your visit be sure to
take a look at our two captive birds of prey,
a Barred Owl and Red-shouldered Hawk.
Both were injured, deemed non-releasable
and are now kept as educational animals.
The Preserve is also known for its diverse
plant life, including Great Rhododendron,
Flame Azalea, Pink Lady’s Slipper and an
abundance of seasonal wildflowers.

Eastern Box Turtle

TRAILS
Our trail system is comprised of two
interpretive, self-guided trails, and a
floating boardwalk which winds through the
wetland area. Our longest trail, the Casa
Burro Trail, is 1 mile in total length, while
the Shelter Trail totals a 0.5 mile.

Great Rhododendron
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PROGRAMMING
A variety of free seasonal programs are
offered at Wahkeena. Visit our website,
wahkeenanaturepreserve.com for a full list
of upcoming programs.
We also offer educational opportunities
for schools, scout groups, home school,
and adult organizations. Please contact
Wahkeena with any questions or to schedule
a visit with your group.

NATURE CENTER
The Nature Center began its life in the
early 1900’s as a farmhouse. In 1931,
Wahkeena’s founders, Frank and Carmen
Warner, remodeled the farmhouse to the
lodge you see today. The inside of the
Nature Center features natural history
displays, an observation beehive,
taxidermized animals, as well as live
animals. The Nature Center is a favorite
for visitors of all ages, and is open during
preserve hours.

